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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Unitholders of Venator Alternative Income Fund

Opinion
We have audited the financial statements of Venator Alternative Income Fund
(formerly Venator Income Fund) (the Entity), which comprise:


the statements of financial position as at December 31, 2020 and 2019



the statements of comprehensive income for the years then ended



the statements of changes in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable
units for the years then ended



the statements of cash flows for the years then ended



and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant
accounting policies

(Hereinafter referred to as the "financial statements").
In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of the Entity as at December 31, 2020 and 2019, and
its financial performance and its cash flows for the years then ended in accordance
with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS).

Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing
standards. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the
"Auditors' Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements" section of
our auditors' report.
We are independent of the Entity in accordance with the ethical requirements that are
relevant to our audit of the financial statements in Canada and we have fulfilled our
other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion.
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Other Information
Management is responsible for the other information. Other information comprises:


the information included in the Management Report of Fund Performance filed
with the relevant Canadian Securities Commissions.

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we
do not and will not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.
In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the
other information identified above and, in doing so, consider whether the other
information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge
obtained in the audits and remain alert for indications that the other information or
appears to be materially misstated.
We obtained the Management Report of Fund Performance filed with the relevant
Canadian Securities Commissions as at the date of this auditors' report. If, based on
the work we have performed on this other information, we conclude that there is a
material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact in
the auditors' report.
We have nothing to report in this regard.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial
statements in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS),
and for such internal control as management determines is necessary to enable the
preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether
due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the
Entity's ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing as applicable, matters related
to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless
management either intends to liquidate the Entity or to cease operations, or has no
realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditors' Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error, and to issue an auditors' report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an
audit conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards
will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
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Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually
or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic
decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial statements.
As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing
standards, we exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism
throughout the audit.
We also:


Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to
those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide
a basis for our opinion.
The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher
than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery,
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.



Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design
audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Entity's internal
control.



Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness
of accounting estimates and related disclosures made by management.



Conclude on the appropriateness of management's use of the going concern
basis of accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a
material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant
doubt on the Entity's ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a
material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditors' report
to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are
inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit
evidence obtained up to the date of our auditors' report. However, future events
or conditions may cause the Entity to cease to continue as a going concern.



Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial
statements, including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements
represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair
presentation.



Communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings,
including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our
audit.
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Provide those charged with governance with a statement that we have complied
with relevant ethical requirements regarding independence, and communicate
with them all relationships and other matters that may reasonably be thought to
bear on our independence, and where appliable, related safeguards.

Chartered Professional Accountants, Licensed Public Accountants
Toronto, Canada
March 19, 2021

VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Statements of Financial Position
As at December 31
2020
ASSETS
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Investments owned, at fair value (Cost: $75,297,584 - 2019: $73,700,596) (note 9)
Prepaid expenses
Interest receivable
Dividends receivable
Other assets
Receivable for investments sold

$

LIABILITIES
Current liabilities
Due to broker
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Performance fees payable (note 4)
Management fees payable (note 4)
Distributions payable
Payable for investments purchased
Redemptions payable
Unitholder's deposit (note 12)
Net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units
Net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per Class:
Class A
Class C
Class D
Class F

$

30,649
73,862,212
181
874,676
–
3,806
5,030

79,141,071

74,776,554

11,355,887
127,738
536,940
59,011
24,860
110,195
489,441
350,000

5,709,598
172,207
604,074
63,737
88,546
170,505
1,107,741
–

13,054,072

7,916,408

$

66,086,999

$

66,860,146

$

3,158,289
–
21,257
62,907,453

$

3,684,386
7,702,234
–
55,473,526

$

66,086,999

$

66,860,146

Number of redeemable units outstanding (note 5):
Class A
Class C
Class D
Class F
Net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit:
Class A
Class C
Class D
Class F

400,843
74,288,336
24,947
833,181
28,241
–
3,565,523

2019

551,111.91
–
4,179.80
9,691,452.66

$

5.73
–
5.09
6.49

646,820.22
1,365,838.23
–
8,724,470.92

$

5.70
5.64
–
6.36

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
Approved on behalf of the Trust:

________________________________Manager
Venator Capital Management Ltd.
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Statements of Comprehensive Income
Years ended December 31
2020
Income
Interest income for distribution purposes
Dividends
Other income
Realized gain on sale of investments, including foreign exchange adjustments
Net change in unrealized depreciation in value of investments

$

4,109,287
240,211
183
2,812,934
(1,175,663)

Increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per Class (note 10):
Class A
Class C
Class D
Class F

Increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit (note 10):
Class A
Class C
Class D
Class F

$

4,747,367
125,196
–
4,128,358
(1,020,520)

5,986,952

7,980,401

731,267
536,940
406,326
115,563
89,037
36,852
31,272
5,574

816,757
604,074
1,520,873
66,632
21,425
17,481
–
52,592

1,952,831

3,099,834

Expenses
Management fees (note 4)
Performance fee (note 4)
Interest and borrowing fees
Operating costs
Audit fees
Withholding taxes
Legal fees
Commissions and other portfolio transaction costs (note 2)

Increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units

2019

$

4,034,121

$

4,880,567

$

149,034
1
1,257
3,883,829

$

264,253
501,755
–
4,114,559

$

4,034,121

$

4,880,567

$

0.21
–
0.31
0.40

$

0.39
0.41
–
0.49

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)

Statements of Changes in Net Assets Attributable to Holders of Redeemable Units
Years ended December 31

2020
Class A
Class C
Class D
Class F

Net assets
attributable to
holders of
redeemable
units, beginning
of year

Proceeds from
redeemable units
issued and
switch-ins*

Redemption of
redeemable units
and switch-outs*

Increase in net
assets
attributable to
holders of
redeemable units

Distributions
paid to holders
of redeemable
units

Reinvestment of
distributions to
holders of
redeemable units

Net assets
attributable to
holders of
redeemable
units, end of year

$

3,684,386 $
7,702,234
–
55,473,526

988,839 $
–
20,000
14,187,982

(1,631,585) $
(7,702,235)
–
(10,407,929)

149,034 $
1
1,257
3,883,829

(169,145) $
–
(817)
(2,378,103)

136,760 $
–
817
2,148,148

3,158,289
–
21,257
62,907,453

$

66,860,146 $

15,196,821 $

(19,741,749) $

4,034,121 $

(2,548,065) $

2,285,725 $

66,086,999

* Total proceeds from redeemable units relating to switch-ins and redemptions of redeemable units relating to switch-outs for the year ended December 31, 2020 were
$7,915,790 (2019: $nil) and $(7,915,790) (2019: $nil), respectively.

2019
Class A
Class C
Class F

Net assets
attributable to
holders of
redeemable
units, beginning
of year

Proceeds from
redeemable units
issued

Redemption of
redeemable units

Increase in net
assets
attributable to
holders of
redeemable units

Distributions
paid to holders
of redeemable
units

Reinvestment of
distributions to
holders of
redeemable units

Net assets
attributable to
holders of
redeemable
units, end of year

$

3,741,151 $
6,528,509
49,384,111

154,396 $
1,000,000
6,642,534

(437,412) $
(328,030)
(4,467,818)

264,253 $
501,755
4,114,559

(144,848) $
(292,176)
(2,591,486)

106,846 $
292,176
2,391,626

3,684,386
7,702,234
55,473,526

$

59,653,771 $

7,796,930 $

(5,233,260) $

4,880,567 $

(3,028,510) $

2,790,648 $

66,860,146

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Statements of Cash Flows
Years ended December 31
Cash provided by (used in):
Operating Activities
Increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units
Adjustments for non-cash items
Net realized loss on sale of investments, including foreign exchange adjustments
Change in unrealized depreciation in value of investments
Change in non-cash balances
Increase in prepaid expenses
Decrease in interest receivable
Increase in dividends receivable
Decrease (increase) in other assets
Increase in receivable for investment sold
Increase (decrease) in due to broker
Decrease in accounts payable and accrued liabilities
(Decrease) increase in performance fees payable
(Decrease) increase in management fees payable
(Decrease) increase in distributions payable
(Decrease) increase in payable for investment purchased
Proceeds from sale of investments
Purchase of investments

2020

$

4,034,121 $

Cash (used in) provided by financing activities
Decrease in cash and cash equivalents during the year
Foreign exchange gain on cash
Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year
Cash and cash equivalents, end of year
Supplemental information*
Interest paid
Interest received
Dividends received, net of withholding taxes

4,880,567

(2,812,934)
1,175,663

(4,128,358)
1,020,520

(24,766)
41,495
(28,241)
3,806
(3,560,493)
5,646,289
(44,469)
(67,134)
(4,726)
(63,686)
(60,310)
103,533,674
(104,089,631)

–
91,393
–
(500)
(5,030)
(8,546,654)
(46,278)
604,074
7,273
36,917
170,505
76,806,303
(76,266,019)

Cash provided by (used in) operating activities
Financing Activities
Proceeds from redeemable units issued
Amount paid on redemption of redeemable units
Distributions paid to holders of redeemable units, net of reinvested distributions

2019

3,678,658

(5,375,287)

7,631,031
(12,444,259)
(262,340)

7,796,930
(5,067,000)
(237,862)

(5,075,568)

2,492,068

(1,396,910)
1,767,104
30,649

(2,883,219)
2,816,096
97,772

$

400,843 $

30,649

$

476,184 $
4,150,782
175,118

1,568,497
4,838,759
107,469

*Included as a part of cash flows from operating activities

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Schedule of Investment Portfolio
As at December 31, 2020
Number of
shares/units
90,500

2,139,000
1,013,000
2,000,000
2,275,000
403,000
756,000
2,088,000
41,000
1,562,000
2,074,000
1,591,000
357,000
1,340,300

32,000
68,300

2,000,000
2,000,000
2,500,000
1,000,000
1,500,000
2,000,000
615,000
2,000,000
766,000
1,000,000
2,500,000
1,000,000
1,500,000
1,000,000
953,000
150,000

Average
cost

Investments owned
Canadian equity
Canaccord Genuity Group Inc. Preferred Shares 5.75%
Canadian fixed income
Canaccord Genuity Group Inc. 6.25% 31DEC23
Cargojet Inc. 5.75% 30APR25
Chemtrade Logistics Income Fund 4.75% 31MAY24
Chemtrade Logistics Income Fund 8.50% 30SEP25
Colabor Group Inc. 6% 13OCT21
Extendicare Inc. 5% 30APR25
Liquor Stores NA Ltd. 4.70% 31JAN22
Mullen Group Ltd. 5.75% 30NOV26
NorthWest Healthcare Properties Real Estate Investment Trust
5.25% 31JUL21
NorthWest Healthcare Properties Real Estate Investment Trust
5.50% 31DEC23
Osisko Gold Royalties Ltd. 4% 31DEC22
Premium Brands Holdings Corp. 4.60% 31DEC23
Tidewater Midstream and Infrastructure Ltd. 5.50% 30SEP24

U.S. equities
Fortress Transportation & Infrastructure Investors LLC
Preferred Shares 8.25%
WESCO International Inc. Preferred Shares 10.625%

U.S. fixed income
Air Canada 7.75% 15APR21
Avaya Holdings Corp. 2.25% 15JUN23
CEC Entertainment Inc. 8% 15FEB22
Coeur Mining Inc. 5.875% 01JUN24
Core & Main Holdings LP 8.625% 15SEP24
CVR Energy Inc. 5.25% 15FEB25
Eldorado Gold Corp. 9.50% 01JUN24
First Quantum Minerals Ltd. 7.25% 01APR23
Fortress Transportation & Infrastructure Investors LLC 6.75%
15MAR22
Frontera Energy Corp. 9.70% 25JUN23
J2 Global Inc. 1.75% 01NOV26
LendingTree Inc. 0.50% 15JUL25
Ligand Pharmaceuticals Inc. 0.75% 15MAY23
Live Nation Entertainment Inc. 2% 15FEB25
Mainstreet Health Investments Inc. 5% 31JAN22
Nathan's Famous Inc. 6.625% 01NOV25

$

Fair
value

% of net
asset value

1,458,772 $

1,583,750

2.40

2,121,873
981,076
1,729,842
2,192,656
380,656
771,172
1,999,564
44,381

2,444,877
1,033,260
1,599,800
2,270,223
392,925
767,340
2,093,220
43,460

3.70
1.56
2.42
3.44
0.59
1.16
3.17
0.07

1,604,082

1,601,206

2.42

2,095,999
1,645,660
361,519

2,250,083
1,686,460
389,130

3.40
2.55
0.59

1,317,408

1,192,867

1.80

17,245,888

17,764,851

26.87

956,750
2,488,921

919,024
2,722,075

1.39
4.12

3,445,671

3,641,099

5.51

2,750,467
2,321,261
3,397,580
1,314,444
2,023,474
1,911,461
879,677
2,689,691

2,565,749
2,641,888
62,620
1,294,480
1,953,103
2,499,686
871,088
2,632,042

3.88
4.00
0.09
1.96
2.96
3.78
1.32
3.98

1,012,707
1,407,473
2,808,202
1,239,810
1,779,076
1,276,048
1,014,623
195,540

978,579
1,221,938
3,302,487
1,251,169
1,831,492
1,363,107
777,861
196,085

1.48
1.85
5.00
1.89
2.77
2.06
1.18
0.30
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)

Schedule of Investment Portfolio (continued)
As at December 31, 2020
Number of
shares/units
1,500,000
1,000,000
2,500,000
2,000,000
1,500,000
2,000,000
1,000,000
3,000,000
2,000,000
1,550,000
2,000,000

Average
cost

Investments owned (continued)
U.S. fixed income (continued)
Navistar International Corp. 6.625% 01NOV25
New Relic Inc. 0.50% 01MAY23
NuVasive Inc. 0.375% 15MAR25
Par Petroleum LLC / Par Petroleum Finance Corp. 7.75%
15DEC25
Tabula Rasa HealthCare Inc. 1.75% 15FEB26
Tesla Inc. 5.30% 15AUG25
Tidewater Inc. 8% 01AUG22
Uber Technologies Inc. 8% 01NOV26
Vonage Holdings Corp. 1.75% 01JUN24
Warrior Met Coal Inc. 8% 01NOV24
Wayfair Inc. 0.625% 01OCT25

$

Total investments owned
Commissions and other portfolio transaction costs
Net investments owned

Fair
value

1,796,628 $
1,250,662
3,029,171

2,007,720
1,257,686
3,093,903

3.04
1.90
4.68

2,398,680
1,745,614
2,332,078
1,363,478
4,173,291
2,422,220
2,128,999
2,484,898

2,461,604
1,816,953
2,660,890
1,181,688
4,175,636
2,760,470
2,028,683
2,410,029

3.72
2.75
4.03
1.79
6.32
4.18
3.07
3.65

53,147,253

51,298,636

77.63

75,297,584

74,288,336

112.41

–

–

74,288,336

112.41

(8,201,337)

(12.41)

66,086,999

100.00

(15,339)
$

75,282,245

Other liabilities, net
Net Assets Attributable to Holders of
Redeemable Units

% of net
asset value

$
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Notes to Financial Statements
Years ended December 31, 2020 and 2019
Venator Alternative Income Fund (formerly Venator Income Fund) (the "Trust") is a trust created under
the laws of the Province of Ontario pursuant to a declaration of trust dated July 30, 2008 as amended
and restated as at January 8, 2020 (the “Declaration of Trust”). The Trust commenced active operations
on August 1, 2008. Venator Capital Management Ltd., a corporation incorporated under the laws of the
Province of Ontario, is the manager (the "Manager") and trustee of the Trust (the “Trustee”). The
registered office of the Trust is 2 Bloor Street West, Suite 901, Toronto, Ontario M4W 3E2.
The investment objective of the Trust is to provide long-term capital growth through fundamental
securities selection focusing on established North American listed companies. In order to meet its
investment objective, the Trust will invest in a portfolio of securities that generally have yields in excess
of 4%. The Trust may take both long and short positions in equity, debt and derivative securities.
The success of the Trust depends on the continued services of the Manager and will be influenced by
a number of risk factors associated with investments in equities, options and other instruments and the
use of leverage, including derivative hedge risk, market liquidity, short sales, portfolio turnover, foreign
currency exposure, foreign market exposure and interest rate fluctuations.
1.

Basis of presentation:
These financial statements have been prepared on a historical cost basis, except for financial
assets and financial liabilities at fair value through profit or loss ("FVTPL"), which are presented
at fair value. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with International
Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”), as published by the International Accounting Standards
Board (“IASB”). The financial statements were authorized for issue by the Manager on March 19,
2021. The financial statements are presented in Canadian dollars, which is the Trust's functional
currency.

2.

Significant accounting policies:
(a) Use of estimates:
The preparation of financial statements in accordance with IFRS requires management to
use accounting estimates. It also requires management to exercise its judgment in the
process of applying the Trust's accounting policies. Estimates are continually evaluated and
based on historical experience and other factors, including expectations of future events that
are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances. Actual results could differ from those
estimates.
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
Years ended December 31, 2020 and 2019
2.

Significant accounting policies:
Certain impacts from the COVID-19 outbreak may have a significant negative impact on
the Trust’s operations and performance. These circumstances may continue for an
extended period of time, and may have an adverse impact on economic and market
conditions. The ultimate economic fallout from the pandemic, and the long-term
impact on economies, markets, industries and individual companies, are not known. The
extent of the impact to the financial performance and the operations of the Trust will
depend on future developments, which are highly uncertain and cannot be predicted.
(b) Financial assets and financial liabilities:
(i) Valuation:
The fair value of financial assets and financial liabilities traded in active markets (such
as publicly traded derivatives and trading securities) is based on quoted market
prices. In accordance with the provisions of the Trust's Simplified Prospectus,
investment positions are valued based on the last traded market price for the purpose of
determining the net asset per unit for subscriptions and redemptions. For financial
reporting purposes, the Trust uses the last traded market price for both financial assets
and financial liabilities where the last traded price falls within that day's bid-ask spread.
In circumstances where the last traded price is not within the bid-ask spread, the
Manager determines the point within the bid-ask spread that is most representative of
fair value based on the specific facts and circumstances. When the Trust holds
derivatives with offsetting market risks, it uses mid-market prices as a basis for
establishing fair values for the offsetting risk positions and applies this bid or asking price
to the net open position, as appropriate.
The fair value of financial assets and financial liabilities that are not traded in an active
market (for example, over-the-counter derivatives) is determined using valuation
techniques. The Trust uses a variety of methods and makes assumptions that are based
on market conditions existing at each statements of financial position date. Valuation
techniques used include the use of comparable recent arm's-length transactions,
discounted cash flow analysis, option pricing models and other valuation techniques
commonly used by market participants.
Other financial liabilities are generally settled within twelve months of recognition. Other
assets and liabilities are short-term in nature, and are carried at amortized cost, which
approximates fair value.
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
Years ended December 31, 2020 and 2019
2.

Significant accounting policies (continued):
(ii) Classification:
The Trust classifies its investments in debt and equity securities as financial assets and
financial liabilities at FVTPL.
The Trust classifies its investments at FVTPL based on the Trust's business model for
managing those financial assets in accordance with the Trust's documented investment
strategy. The portfolio of investments is managed and performance is evaluated on a
fair value basis and the portfolio of investments is neither held to collect contractual cash
flows nor held both to collect contractual cash flows and to sell financial assets. The
Trust is primarily focused on fair value information and uses that information to assess
the assets' performance and to make decisions.
Other financial assets including prepaid expenses, interest receivable, dividends
receivable, other assets and receivable for investment sold are classified as financial
assets and measured at amortized cost. A financial asset is classified and subsequently
measured at amortized cost only if both of the following criteria are met:
(a) the asset is held within a business model whose objective is to hold assets to collect
contractual cash flows, and
(b) the contractual terms give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely
payments of principal and interest on the principal outstanding.
Due to broker, accounts payable and accrued liabilities, performance fees payable,
management fees payable, distributions payable, payable for investments purchased,
redemptions payable and unitholder's deposit are classified as financial liabilities and
reported at amortized cost.
(iii) Recognition/derecognition:
The Trust recognizes regular-way transactions in financial assets or financial liabilities
at FVTPL on the trade date which is the date on which the Trust becomes a party to the
contractual provisions of the instrument. Other financial assets and financial liabilities
are recognized on the date on which they are originated. Any gains and losses arising
from changes in fair value of the financial assets or liabilities are recognized in the
statements of comprehensive income. Transaction costs are recognized directly in the
statements of comprehensive income for financial assets and liabilities at FVTPL and
are included in the initial fair value for financial assets at financial liabilities at amortized
cost.
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VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
Years ended December 31, 2020 and 2019
2.

Significant accounting policies (continued):
Financial assets are derecognized and only when the contractual rights to the cash flows
from the asset expire; or it transfers the financial asset and substantially all the risks and
rewards of ownership of the asset to another entity. The Trust derecognizes financial
liabilities when, and only when, the Trust's obligations are discharged, cancelled or expired.
(c) Offsetting financial instruments:
Financial assets and financial liabilities are offset and the net amount reported in the
statements of financial position when there is a legally enforceable right to offset the
recognized amounts and there is an intention to settle on a net basis, or to realize the asset
and settle the liability simultaneously. In the normal course of business, the Trust may enter
into various master netting agreements or similar agreements that do not meet the criteria
for offsetting in the statements of financial position but still allow for the related amounts to
be offset in certain circumstances, such as bankruptcy or termination of the contracts.
(d) Forward foreign currency contracts
The Trust may also enter into forward exchange contracts to hedge against fluctuations in
foreign exchange rates. These contracts are valued as the difference between the
contractual forward foreign exchange rates and the close forward rate for currency held or
sold short at the reporting date. The unrealized gains or losses on the contracts are included
in the statements of financial position. Realized gains and losses and changes in unrealized
gains and losses are included in the statements of comprehensive income.
(e) Investment transactions and revenue recognition:
Investment transactions are accounted for on a trade date basis and gains and losses from
investment transactions are accounted for on the trade date. Interest income is accrued daily
and dividend income is recognized on the ex-dividend date.
The interest income for distribution purposes shown on the statements of comprehensive
income represents the coupon interest received by the Trust accounted for on an accrual
basis. The Trust does not amortize premiums paid or discounts received on the purchase of
fixed income securities, except for zero coupon bonds, which are amortized on a straightline basis.
Realized gain on sale of investments, including foreign exchange adjustments, and
unrealized depreciation in value of investments are determined on an average cost basis.
Average cost does not include amortization of premiums or discounts on fixed income
securities with the exception of zero coupon bonds.
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Significant accounting policies (continued):
(f) Withholding tax expense:
The Trust generally incurs withholding taxes imposed by certain countries on investment
income and capital gains. Such income and gains are recorded on a gross basis and the
related withholding taxes are shown as a separate expense in the statements of
comprehensive income.
(g) Due to broker:
The Trust has a prime brokerage agreement with its broker to carry its accounts as a
customer. The broker has custody of the Trust's securities.
Due to broker is a margin account representing cash loans with brokers that are secured by
the underlying investments owned by the Trust.
(h) Commissions and other portfolio transaction costs:
Transaction costs, such as brokerage commissions incurred in the purchase and sale of
portfolio securities and other trade execution costs paid to external third parties, such as
stamp duties and exchange fees, are recognized as expenses in the statements of
comprehensive income based on the trade date.
(i) Fair value hierarchy:
Investments measured at fair value are classified into one of three fair value hierarchy levels,
based on the lowest level input that is significant to the fair value measurement in its entirety.
The inputs or methodologies used for valuing securities are not necessarily an indication of
the risk associated with investing in those securities.
The hierarchy of inputs is summarized below:
•

Level 1 - quoted prices (unadjusted) in active markets for identical assets or liabilities.
An active market is one in which transactions for the assets occur with sufficient
frequency and volume to provide pricing information on an ongoing basis;

•

Level 2 - inputs other than quoted prices included in Level 1 that are observable for the
asset or liability, either directly (i.e., as prices) or indirectly (i.e., derived from prices); and
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2.

Significant accounting policies (continued):
(i) Fair value hierarchy (continued):
•

Level 3 - inputs for the asset or liability that are not based on observable market data
(unobservable inputs).

Refer to note 9 for fair value measurement analysis.
(j) Translation of foreign currency:
The functional and presentation currency of the Trust is the Canadian dollar. The fair value
of foreign investments and other assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies are
translated into Canadian dollars at the exchange rates prevailing at 4:00 p.m. Eastern
Standard Time, the closing rate, on each valuation day. Purchases and sales of foreign
securities denominated in foreign currencies and the related income are translated into
Canadian dollars at rates of exchange prevailing on the respective dates of such
transactions. Changes in unrealized appreciation (depreciation) in foreign currencies are
recognized in the statements of comprehensive income through net change in unrealized
appreciation depreciation in value of investments. All other gains and losses related to foreign
exchange translations are recognized in the statements of comprehensive income through
net realized gain on sale of investments, including foreign exchange adjustments.
(k) Cash and cash equivalents:
Cash and cash equivalents include cash in hand and deposits held with banks with original
maturities of three months or less.
(l) Interest and borrowing fees:
As a result of taking both long and short positions, the Trust incurs both interest expense and
borrowing fees. While the use of borrowed funds can substantially improve the return on
invested capital, its use may also increase the adverse impact to which the investment
portfolio of the Trust may be subjected by increasing the Trust's exposure to capital risk and
incurring higher expenses.
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2.

Significant accounting policies (continued):
(m) Taxation of the Trust:
The Trust qualifies as a mutual fund trust under the provisions of the Income Tax Act
(Canada) (the "Income Tax Act") and, accordingly, is not subject to tax on its net taxable
income, including net realized capital gains, which is paid or payable to its unitholders as at
the end of the tax year. However, such part of the Trust's net income and net realized capital
gains that is not paid or payable is subject to income taxes. It is the intention of the Trust to
distribute all of its income and sufficient net realized capital gains so that the Trust will not be
subject to income tax.
Non-capital losses are available to be carried forward for 20 years and applied against future
taxable income. Capital losses for income tax purposes may be carried forward indefinitely
and applied against future capital gains.
(n) Net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit:
The net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit is calculated by dividing
the net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units of a particular class of units by the
total number of units of that particular class outstanding at the end of the year.
(o) Unit valuation:
The net assets of a particular class of units are computed by calculating the value of that
class' proportionate share of the assets and liabilities of the Trust common to all classes less
the liabilities of the Trust attributable only to that class. Expenses directly attributable to a
class are charged directly to that class. Income, realized and unrealized gains and losses
from investment transactions and other expenses are allocated proportionately to each class
based upon the relative net assets of each class.
(p) Increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit:
Increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit is based on the
increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units attributed to each class of
units, divided by the weighted average number of units outstanding of that class during the
year. Refer to note 10 for the calculation.
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2.

Significant accounting policies (continued):
(q) Classification of redeemable units issued by the Trust:
The Trust's units do not meet the criteria in IAS 32, Financial Instruments - Presentation, for
classification as equity due to multiple classes with different rights and, therefore, have been
classified as financial liabilities.
(r) Changes in significant accounting policies:
A number of new standards are effective from January 1, 2020 that do not have a material
effect on the Trust’s financial statements.
A number of new standards and amendments to standards are effective for annual periods
beginning after January 1, 2020 and earlier application is permitted; however, the Trust has
not early adopted the new or amended standards in preparing these financial statements.
The new and amended standards and interpretations are not expected to have a significant
impact on the Trust’s financial statements.

3.

Critical accounting estimates and judgments:
The preparation of financial statements requires management to use judgments in applying its
accounting policies and to make estimates and assumptions about the future. The following
discusses the most significant accounting judgments and estimates that the Trust has made in
preparing the financial statements:
Classification and measurement of investments:
In classifying and measuring financial instruments held by the Trust, the Manager is required to
make significant judgments about whether or not the business of the Trust is to manage its
portfolio of investments and evaluate performance on a fair value basis and that the portfolio of
investments is neither held to collect contractual cash flows nor held both to collect contractual
cash flows and to sell financial assets. The most significant judgments made include assessing
and determining the appropriate business model that enables the decision that the Trust's
investments are classified as FVTPL.
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4.

Related party transactions:
(a) Management fees:
The management fee paid by the Trust to the Manager is calculated and payable monthly
based on the net asset value of each class as at the last business day of each month and is
paid at the beginning of the following month. The monthly management fee for each class is
calculated as follow: (i) 1/12 of 2% of the net asset value of the Class A units; (ii) 1/12 of
1.5% of the net asset value of Class D units; and (iii) 1/12 of 1% of the net asset value of the
Class F units, plus applicable taxes. Management fees on Class I units are negotiated and
paid directly by the investor.
The Manager will pay, with respect to the Class A and Class D units, and out of its
management fee, an annual service fee to participating registered dealers whose clients hold
Class A or Class D units. The service fee is payable quarterly to a maximum of 1% per annum
of the net asset value of the Class A units and 0.5% of the net asset value of the Class D
units held by clients of the applicable dealer.
Management fees for the year ended December 31, 2020 were $731,267 (2019 - $816,757)
with $59,011 payable as at December 31, 2020 (2019 - $63,737).
(b) Performance fee:
The Trust pays a performance fee to the Manager on each Class A, Class D and Class F
unit outstanding on the last business day of the period based on the amount by which the
net asset value per unit on such date plus the aggregate amount of all distributions declared
on such unit ("Adjusted NAV per Unit") exceeds an annualized current year return of 5% over
the previous High Water Mark for such unit ("Threshold Rate"), plus applicable taxes. The
performance fee is calculated daily. The High Water Mark is defined as the greater of the
purchase price of such unit or the Adjusted NAV per Unit after the last date on which a
performance fee was paid. In any period in which a performance fee is payable, the Manager
will be paid: (i) all of the increase in Adjusted NAV per Unit between the Threshold Rate and
the Threshold Rate plus 0.5%; and (ii) 10% of any gains in excess of the Threshold Rate plus
0.5%. Investors in Class I Units may negotiate a different performance fee.
Performance fees for the year to December 31, 2020 were $536,940 (2019 - $604,074) with
$536,940 payable as at December 31, 2020 (2019 - $604,074).
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4.

Related party transactions:
(c) Related party unitholders:
Directors and employees of the Manager own units of the Trust representing 15.87% (2019 15.0%) of the units outstanding.

5.

Redeemable units of the Trust:
The Trust is permitted to issue an unlimited number of classes of units and an unlimited number
of units of each class. The Trust has designated Class A units, Class D units, Class F units, and
Class I units, issuable in series, each of which represents an equal, undivided, beneficial interest
in the net asset value of the Trust. Each unit of each class entitles the holder to one vote and to
participate equally with respect to any and all distributions made by the Trust. Redeemable units
of a series/class may be consolidated and/or redesignated by the Manager. As at December 31,
2020, Class A, Class D and Class F units have been issued.
Unitholders may request that such units be redeemed on the last business day of each semimonthly period (the "Redemption Date") at their net asset value per unit on such date provided
that the request for redemption is submitted at least 7 business days prior to such Redemption
Date.
The Manager has the sole discretion to accept or reject redemption requests and intends to
accept redemption requests in circumstances where it would not be prejudicial to the Trust.
Capital gains, which may arise upon the sale of securities in connection with redemptions of units,
will be allocated to the redeeming unitholders.
The unit activity during the years ended December 31 is as follows:
Redeemable units,
beginning of year

Redeemable
units issued

Redemptions of Reinvestments
Redeemable
of units
redeemable units
units, end of year

2020
Class A
Class C
Class D
Class F

646,820.22
1,365,838.23
–
8,724,470.92

175,809.06
–
4,000.00
2,304,872.22

(297,953.15)
(1,365,838.23)
–
(1,704,753.45)

26,435.78
–
179.80
366,862.97

551,111.91
–
4,179.80
9,691,452.66

2019
Class A
Class C
Class F

677,700.12
1,194,299.48
8,007,370.45

26,998.76
178,126.20
1,041,579.96

(76,712.31)
(58,521.36)
(700,018.10)

18,833.65
51,933.91
375,538.61

646,820.22
1,365,838.23
8,724,470.92

19

VENATOR ALTERNATIVE INCOME FUND
(FORMERLY VENATOR INCOME FUND)
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
Years ended December 31, 2020 and 2019
5.

Redeemable units of the Trust (continued):
Capital disclosure:
The capital of the Trust is represented by issued and redeemable units. The redeemable units
are entitled to distributions, if any, and to payment of a proportionate share based on the Trust's
net asset value per unit upon redemption. The Trust has no restrictions or specific capital
requirements on the subscriptions and redemptions of units. The relevant movements are shown
on the statements of changes in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units. In
accordance with its investment objectives and strategies and the risk management practices
outlined in note 8, the Trust endeavours to invest the subscriptions received in appropriate
investments while maintaining sufficient liquidity to meet redemptions, such liquidity being
augmented by short-term borrowings or disposal of investments, where necessary.

6.

Distribution policy:
The Manager will allocate and distribute all of the net investment income and net realized gains
on investments so that the Trust will not be subject to income taxes under Part 1 of the Income
Tax Act. As at December 31, 2020, the Trust intends to pay distributions of $0.02 per unit
(previous month was $0.02 per unit) to unitholders on a monthly basis within 15 days following
the end of each calendar month end.
Unless the unitholder elects to receive cash, all such distributions are automatically reinvested in
additional units at the net asset value per unit and on the date of each distribution, the units are
automatically consolidated into that number of units outstanding immediately prior to the
distribution.

7.

Expenses:
The Manager has the power to incur and make payments out of the Trust's property for any
charges or expenses, which in the opinion of the Manager are necessary or incidental to or proper
for carrying out any of the purposes of the Declaration of Trust, including without limitation all
fees and expenses relating to the management and administration of the Trust. The Trust is
responsible for any income or excise taxes and brokerage commissions on portfolio transactions.
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Financial instruments and risk management:
In the normal course of business, the Trust is exposed to a variety of financial risks: credit risk,
liquidity risk and market risk (including interest rate risk, other price risk and currency risk). The
value of investments within the Trust's portfolio can fluctuate on a daily basis as a result of
changes in interest rates, economic conditions, the market and company news related to specific
securities within the Trust. The level of risk depends on the Trust's investment objective and the
types of securities in which it invests.
(a) Credit risk:
Credit risk is the risk that the counterparty to a financial instrument will fail to discharge an
obligation or commitment that it has entered into with the Trust. It arises principally from debt
securities held, and also from cash and cash equivalents and balances due from broker.
All transactions executed by the Trust in listed securities are settled/paid for upon delivery
using approved brokers. The risk of default is considered minimal, as delivery of securities
sold is only made once the broker has received payment. Payment is made on a purchase
once the securities have been received by the broker. The trade will fail if either party fails
to meet its obligation.
The Trust's investments in debt instruments, including bonds, represent the main
concentration of credit risk. The market value of debt instruments includes consideration of
the creditworthiness of the issuer and, accordingly, represents the maximum credit risk
exposure of the Trust.
The Trust has invested in debt securities with the following credit quality, as determined by
Moody's Investors Service:
% of net asset value
2020
2019
Rating:
Ba3
B1
B2
B3
Caa1
Caa1u
Caa2
Caa2u
Not rated

3.88
15.15
3.07
9.65
7.30
–

2.96
3.98
58.51

3.79
13.48
8.03
5.76
12.34
3.97
4.80
58.34
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Financial instruments and risk management (continued):
(b) Liquidity risk:
Liquidity risk is defined as the risk that the Trust may not be able to settle or meet its
obligations on time or at a reasonable price.
The Trust's exposure to liquidity risk is concentrated in the periodic cash redemptions of units.
The Trust primarily invests in securities that are traded in active markets and can be readily
disposed of. In addition, the Trust generally retains sufficient cash and cash equivalent
positions to maintain liquidity.
All financial liabilities of the Trust have a maturity of less than three months.
(c) Market risk:
(i) Interest rate risk:
Interest rate risk arises when the Trust invests in interest-bearing financial instruments.
The Trust is exposed to the risk that the value of such financial instruments will fluctuate
due to changes in the prevailing levels of market interest rates. There is minimal
sensitivity to interest rate fluctuations on any cash and cash equivalents invested at
short-term market interest rates and fixed-rate instruments held for the years ended
December 31, 2020 and 2019.
Investments in bonds are fixed-rate instruments with terms to maturity at December 31,
2020 and 2019 was as follows:

2020
< - 1 year
1 - 3 years
3 - 5 years
> - 5 years

$

4,559,880
21,449,564
33,715,507
9,338,536

2019
$

–
30,457,347
30,352,795
11,502,799

As at December 31, 2020, should interest rates increase or decrease by 10 basis points
with all other variables remaining constant, the increase in net assets for the year would
amount to approximately $243,714 (2019 - $255,234).
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Financial instruments and risk management (continued):
(ii) Other price risk:
Other price risk is the risk that the fair value of financial instruments will fluctuate because
of changes in market prices (other than those arising from interest rate risk or currency
risk). All investments represent a risk of loss of capital. The Manager aims to moderate
this risk through careful selection and diversification of securities and other financial
instruments in accordance with the Trust's investment objectives and strategy. Except
for written options and securities sold short, the maximum risk resulting from financial
instruments is determined by the fair value of the financial instruments. Possible losses
from written options and securities sold short can be unlimited.
For the Trust, the most significant exposure to other price risk arises from its investment
in equity securities. As at December 31, 2020, had the prices on the respective stock
exchanges for these securities increased or decreased by 10%, with all other variables
held constant, net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units would have
increased or decreased by approximately $522,485 (2019 - $154,928). In practice, the
actual trading results may differ and the difference could be material.
(iii) Currency risk:
Currency risk is the risk that financial instruments which are denominated or exchanged
in a currency other than the Canadian Dollar ("CAD"), which is the Trust's reporting
currency, will fluctuate due to changes in exchange rates.
Currency to which the Trust had material exposure as at December 31, 2020 and 2019
is as follows:
Impact if CAD strengthened or
weakened by 5% in relation to other
currencies

Exposure
Currency

Monetary

Non-Monetary

Total

Monetary

Non-Monetary

61,760 $

(2,743,899) $

Total

December 31, 2020
U.S. Dollar

$

(54,877,975) $

54,939,735 $

2,746,987 $

3,088

% of Net Assets
Attributable to Holders
of Redeemable Units

(83.04)

83.13

0.09

(4.15)

4.16

0.01
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Financial instruments and risk management (continued):
Impact if CAD strengthened or
weakened by 5% in relation to other
currencies

Exposure
Currency

Monetary

Non-Monetary

Total

Monetary

Non-Monetary

Total

December 31, 2019
U.S. Dollar

$

(50,560,103) $

50,756,606 $ 196,503 $

(2,528,005) $

2,537,830 $

9,825

% of Net Assets
Attributable to Holders
of Redeemable Units

(75.62)

75.91

0.29

(3.78)

3.80

0.02

The amounts in the above tables are based on the fair value of the Trust's financial
instruments (including cash), as well as the underlying principal amounts of forward
currency contracts, as applicable. Other financial assets (including dividends and
interest receivable) and financial liabilities that are denominated in foreign currencies do
not expose the Trust to significant currency risk.
As at December 31, 2020, if the Canadian dollar had strengthened or weakened by 5%
in relation to all material currencies, with all other variables held constant, net assets
attributable to holders of redeemable units would have increased or decreased by
approximately $3,088 (2019 - $9,825). In practice, the actual trading results may differ
from this sensitivity analysis and the difference could be material.

(d)

Concentration risk:
Concentration risk arises because of the concentration exposures within the same
category, whether it is geographical location, product type, industry sector or
counterparty type. The following table is a summary of the Trust investment portfolio’s
concentration risk by industry sector:

Market segment
Investments owned
Basic Materials
Communications
Consumer, Cyclical
Consumer, Non-cyclical
Energy
Financial
Industrial
Technology
Total net investments

December 31, 2020
11.78
12.58
21.30
8.45
12.66
13.34
7.75
12.14
100.00

Percentage of portfolio
December 31, 2019
14.76
12.80
14.57
4.93
20.37
11.54
12.67
8.36
100.00
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Fair value of measurement:
The following is a summary of the inputs used as at December 31, 2020 in valuing the Trust's
investments carried at fair values:

Assets
Equities
Fixed income securities

Level 1
$
$

5,224,849 $
–
5,224,849 $

Level 2

Level 3

– $
69,063,487
69,063,487 $

Total
– $
–
– $

5,224,849
69,063,487
74,288,336

There were no significant transfers between the levels during the year ended December 31,
2020.
The following is a summary of the inputs used as at December 31, 2019 in valuing the Trust's
investments carried at fair values:

Assets
Equities
Fixed income securities

Level 1
$
$

1,549,275 $
–
1,549,275 $

Level 2

Level 3

– $
72,312,937
72,312,937 $

Total
– $
–
– $

1,549,275
72,312,937
73,862,212

There were no significant transfers between the levels during the year ended December 31,
2019.
10.

Increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit:
The increase in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable units per unit for the years ended
December 31, 2020 and 2019 is calculated as follows:

2020
Class
Class
Class
Class

Increase in net assets
Weighted average of
attributable to holders of
redeemable units
redeemable units per class outstanding during the year
A
C
D
F

2019
Class A
Class C
Class F

Increase in net assets
attributable to holders of
redeemable units per unit

$

149,034
1
1,257
3,883,829

707,719 $
–
4,084
9,815,119

0.21
–
0.31
0.40

$

264,253
501,755
4,114,559

684,172 $
1,234,518
8,481,021

0.39
0.41
0.49
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11.

Offsetting financial instruments:
The Trust has provided the prime broker with a general lien over the financial assets in custody
as security for the prime broker's exposures relating to provision of prime broker services to the
Trust. The terms under which the general lien is provided are usual and customary for prime
broker agreements.
The Trust's arrangement with its broker permits offsetting of amounts receivable and payable in
respect of securities purchased or sold in the normal course of business.

12.

Unitholder's deposit:
Unitholder's deposit relates to cash received in advance of the issuance of the Trust units.

13.

Income taxes:
As at the year ended December 31, 2020 and 2019, the Trust has no capital losses carried
forward nor non-capital losses carried forward available for income tax purpose.
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